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Identification of Geographic Area Requirements 

Annotation: We need to understand geographic area requirements for elevation data at the Quality 
Levels Specified.  Almost everyone that utilizes digital geospatial data uses shapefiles or geodatabases to 
define polygons for geographic areas of interest.  The following question allows users to submit their 
own shapefiles or geodatabases for geographic areas for which their elevation Quality Level 
requirements pertain.  For inexperienced users, we also provide alternative means for explaining 
geographic area requirements. 
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The answer to this question leads directly to the appropriate follow-on questions. 

Geographic Area Requirements – Nationwide 
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Geographic Area Requirements – Statewide or Multiple States 
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Geographic Area Requirements – Countywide or  Multiple Counties by State  
 

 
 
If the respondent checks Alabama, for example, he/she will then choose the counties within Alabama 
for which elevation data is required, as shown on the next page.   
 
Some States, such as Virginia, also list independent cities that are separate from counties. 
 
The expanded list of counties/parishes in all other States has been removed to shorten this 
demonstration questionnaire. 



 

807 
 

 

 

This allows individual counties in multiple States to be selected if, for example, there is a user 
requirement for elevation data in all counties that surround the Chesapeake Bay.  
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Geographic Area Requirements – Watersheds 

 

If the respondent checks New England, for example, he/she will be taken to a list of all HUC-4, HUC-6 
and HUC-8 hydrologic units in this major watershed basin, as listed on the next page.  

If additional major watershed basins are required, respondents will be allowed to select additional 
major basins and sub-basins by HUC-4, HUC-6 and HUC-8 hydrologic units. 

The expanded list of hydrologic units in all other major watershed basins has been removed to 
shorten this demonstration questionnaire. 
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Geographic Area Requirements – Federal Lands 
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Geographic Area Requirements – Federal Agency Region 

 

Geographic Area Requirements – Unique  
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Part 4: Benefits of Enhanced Elevation Data 

Annotation: The following questions will be used to collect information concerning the programmatic 
benefits for elevation data in three major benefit categories: (1) operational benefits, (2) customer 
service benefits, and (3) other public, social and/or political benefits. The distinction is made between 
current and future benefits at the specified Quality Level because cost-benefit analysis must distinguish 
between benefits currently being realized from existing elevation data and future benefits to be derived 
from enhanced elevation data.   
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If “Yes,” the respondent is returned to a secondary or tertiary Business Use or to the same Business 
Use having a different Functional Activity with different Quality Level and/or geographic area 
requirements. 

If “No,” the respondent is notified that the survey is complete. 
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